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PUBLIC TRANSPORT AUTHORITY 
Statement 

HON DIANE EVERS (South West) [5.43 pm]: I rise tonight to speak once again about the Public Transport 
Authority. I should say that public transport is the portfolio of my colleague Hon Tim Clifford, but I want to say 
one more thing on behalf of the buses of Western Australia. The Auditor General’s report that came out yesterday 
raises the issue once again that we are not looking at public transport, and all our transport, in a holistic manner. 
We are still looking at the roads as one thing, and public transport as another. The report mentions that the 
Public Transport Authority does not have any responsibility or ability to adjust for the availability of other 
alternative travel options, such as vehicles. Even when it does come up with ideas to make public transport more 
appealing to people, it is still held back because it cannot control what happens on the roads. If we had more bus 
lanes, buses would be able to travel more quickly, and that would give people greater incentive to ride on public 
transport rather than use their own vehicle. However, the buses cannot determine that. Therefore, we need a lot 
more discussion, dialogue and cooperation between the Public Transport Authority and Main Roads. We will never 
be able to increase the number of people who ride on a bus if we continue to make it more accessible, easier and 
cheaper for people to use their own vehicle. That is what is holding us back. I appreciate that $500 000 has been 
allocated in the budget for advertising to encourage people to ride on buses. However, that will not make people 
change their habits until it is a beneficial situation for them. There are many things that we cannot control, such as 
the price and availability of parking. Therefore, currently the only people who ride on public transport are people 
who do not have personal transport and cannot afford to use Uber or taxis. 
If we are serious about trying to get people onto public transport, we need to look at it in line with Main Roads 
and make sure there is cooperation to work at trying to make buses a more viable option for people even if they 
have their own vehicle. Until people can see that it is worth their time and effort to make the trip to the bus or train 
station, they will continue to jump in their vehicle. We will then say we have too much congestion and we need to 
build more roads. However, that is not the answer. It has been proved time and again around the world that if we 
build more roads, vehicles will fill them, and there will still be congestion. People have the ability to put up with 
so much congestion. We need to make the bus system and the train system more viable and appealing, and then 
people will turn to it. 
We need to make public transport much cheaper as well. I know we cannot look at that now given the budget 
situation. If we want to spend less on public transport, we need to get the numbers up. In order to get the numbers 
up, public transport needs to be more accessible and provide people with a positive choice against the other options 
that are available. Thank you.  

House adjourned at 5.47 pm 
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